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THE SANBORN CONTRACT FRAUDS
IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS — ACKNOWI EDGEMENTS
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY BLISS—HOW BANDBORN
OBTAINED INFORMATION KKGARDING LEGACY
AND BUCCESSION TAAXKS—SOLICTOR MANFIELD
MAKES A BAD RECORD FOR HIMEELF AND TIHE
TREASURY DEPARTMENT — IMPORTANT PATERS
STILL WITHHELD BY SECRETARY KICHARDSON-—
BANBORN REFUSES 10 MAKE HI& PROMIFED
ETATEMENT.
|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIRUNE)
wasmygroN, March 25 —This was & bad day for
the Treasury oficers, and not particularly agreeable
%o Mr. John 1. Sauborn and Lis eminent counsel, It
has been thought that the investigation by the
Wave and Means Committee into the Saunborn con-
tract business was near its end, but the develop-
ments today were of such a character that the
promise is fair for a long inquiry, To-day has been
also rather unfavorable for volunteer witnesses, Mr.
Baniie!d, Solicitor of the Treasury, did not himself
yolunteer, but lus chief did, and the result to both is
most disastrous, Mr. Sanborn was also a volunteer.
Ko membe: of the Committee had asked to have him
ealled, but be felt like setting bhimself right, and so
gsked 10 be permitted to tell all about it. No gooner
is be bere, however, than be changes his mind aud
ghinks that by makiog his etatement he may erimi-
nate himself, and e presents a lawyer and says he
& acting under the instruetion of his coungel.
District-Attorney Dliss was the first to be heard.
He spoke with his usual alertness, but his state-
ment did not help the ease of Banborn, It was
plain from the start that Bliss had not lost any op-
portunity to turn an honest penny. Ho had been of
great sorvice to Sanbora, and bad been paid for it.
Tustead of Mr. Sanborn * assisting” tbe proper of-
ficers. as directed by the law, this * proper officer,”
Mr. Lliss, nesisted SBauborn, and received b per cent
for it. liliss sudd there was no law authorizing it,
por no law preventing it. His attention wus di-
rected to that portion of the law where the assist-
nce is kpuken of, and bo finally acknowledged that in
some cases he bad been subordinate to Sanborn, This
was recarded by the Committce as exceedingly
si1auge, s Mr. Sanborn wassimply s contractor of the
Government and not an officer, and the law of May
8, 1972, by analogy, prevented the District-Attorney
from assisting Sanborn. Bliss took part in cases
which related exclusively to legacy and succession
toxes. He received & per cent while Sanborn re-
ceived 50; but Bliss said lis would take money
whenever be could earn it, differing in that respect
ouly, be said, from members of Congress. He col-
Jocted 64,000 throngh bis office, 1t was bronght out
that Lo reccived through Jayne $12,000; that he re-
colvee $0.000 as a regular salary from the Govern-
aud mnow, in the Sanborn business

ment,
he has wmmde $3.500, which, together, make
an income of $21,800. Mr, Beck said Lo was

evidently getting along pretty well. 1t was shown
—what has been before charged—that the caces
colleeted throngh the District-Attorney at an ex-
peose to the Government of 50 per cént were matters
of record in the publie offices, and might have been
jnst ne well collected by the internal revenue
officers, without any expense whatever, Bliss
scknowledged that he did not bring snit in a
piugle cuse, but that the cases were privately set-
tled snd the money sent to ihe Becretary of the
Treasury, who sent the half back to Sanhorn. It
was also shown that if Sanborn or his accomplices
had & name of @ man on their lists, and had informed
tho “ proper oflicers” of the fact, the money derived
from Lim must be eredited to Sanbora’s collections,
even {hough no step was taken by Samborn or
his men, and the delinguent went voluntarily aud
paid the awount of taxes due. Fifty per cent of this
went to Banborn, even though he did not lilt a
finger.

Bliss, before he left the stand, acknowledged
that 50 per cent on legnoy and succession taxes was
rather large; at least, he eaid, if be were Becretary
of the Treasury he should not feel authorized in
paving that amount, The course of Sanborn was
illustrated by Blies, The former obtained from a
man unmed Waddell a very large list of names {rom
the Burroenie’s office, He is alleged to have paid a
good price for it, This list was compared with the
records il the revenuo office and corrected, and
those whose taves had not been paid were turned
aver to lliss and his associates, All Banborn did to
earn his 50 per cent, less Blias's fee, and that, per-
hapa, of Coughlin, was to furnish the lst, and the
meney continned to roll iuto his pockets from the
Trepsury, Bliss, during his statement, made some
reference to Judee Noah Davis, and ssid he was
willing to stund by the judgment of the country on
their relative positions,

RSolicitor Banfield made & very bad showing for
bimsclf, for the Treasury Depaviment, and wlso for
Mr, Richardson. Such clear and repeated viola-
tione of the laws had not been developed before the
Commiitee a8 he laid bare under the adroit cross
exnminution of Mr. Beck., Mr. Banfield said that
the policy of the Treasury Department for years
bag been against contracts, aml he cited several
mude by former Secretaries, in some cases a rate of
& per ceut being paid for collection. He said
the Department always refused to make contracts
unless we (meauing probably the Seeretary and him-
self) wore closely and frequently pressed by infinen-
tal persons; ina word, that it was very difficult to
obtain contracts from the Department, and that all
spplications were * pigeon-holed,” and no attention
paid to them. This was probably what was done in
the cgee of the Union Pacifiec Railroad and Judge
Peudry, and the application of Coughlin to collect
for 15 por cent the same taxes the Government pays
fauborn 50 per cent for collecting. All declare that
Coughlin is an expert, aud he really has done the
work for Sauborn at 12} per cent.  When asked sub-
sequently what iofluence Banborn brought to bear
to obtain lils eontraet, he answered that be did not
bring any; vet the Secretary gave Sanborn a eon-
tract for 50 per cent and refused Coughlin one at 15
per cent. This manner of letting contracts will be
still further inquired into, and the Committee
will endeavor to find out the reason for such
diserimination. Banfield said the Department had
been many times'appealed to to make contracts of the
uatureof those with Banborn, long betore the law was
passed in 1572, In 1870 the law first authorizing cou-
tracts was passed. This law referred only to ** dere-
liet " property in States lately in rebellion, but uo-
der this luw contracts wers sought of the nature of
Banborn's, - The day after the act of May B, 1872,
pasped, Mr. Banfield ‘said that Judge Kelsey of New-
York, who had just gone ont of Congress, appeared
st the Treasury Department and ssked for
»  coutract. Both  the Becretary  and
himself thonght it  wonld be  better
to wait u few doye to consider the subject. Finally,
it was decided to give Kelsoy the contract be ap-
plicd tor, which related to the street railways in
Priladelphis. This was the first contract under the
law, It was several months afterwards when the
sgreements were made with Mr. Sanborn. Kelsey,
secording to Banfield, claimed to be the “ pateutes”
or originator of the law. Kelsey, however, met
with obstacles and never realized s cent out of his
eontract. Banborn's first was @ whisky case, from
which he collocted $1,000.

One bad feature in the aystem, as elicited by Ban-
field's exsmination, is thet in relation to Sanborn's
aistants, These were furpisbed by the Treasury
Department, with certain papers giving them: s
character which they did not poseess. Two men
espocially, Presbury aud Greer, were furnished with
povers which might give private citizens a false idea
of their power. While these two men had no power
or wmathority whatever, and were wot even
eamployés of the Governmeot and received
B0 pay from the Government, they were

- e R,

nevertholess furnished with papere of an official
eharaoter indicating that they belonged to the Se-
cret Service Division of the Tressury Dopartuient,
With these pupers they might have been, lusd they
tried, very successful in levying blackmail. They
might have been more poteut than Javoe's hand-
cuffa. Mr. Banficld acknowledged that these papers
were given to enable the men to perform their
“work” with greater case, He wan very slacply
questioned by Mr, Beck as to why these Tetters or
papere to Presbury and Greer were uot included in
the papors sent to the House, No satiefactory an.
swer was given, aud the Solicitor appoared o very
bad advantage,

At this point, Mr. Beck, with much show of fem-
per, called his attention to the fact that the Com-
mittee had four times called for all the papers re-
lating to the Sanborn business, and yet it seoms
that all huve not been furpishied ; that something
appearg to have been held back. The lefters to
I'resbury and Greer were very inportant, and why,
asked Mr, Beck, were they not farnished? M.
Baufield eaid he had forgotten all about them ; that
the papers in the case were in several diflerent
places, and they could not all be fonnd without ex-
plicit directions.  The non-production of these let-
ters and the discovery of their existence created n
profound impression en the Committes, and it ix
generally coneeded by those who Leard it that the
case daily looks darker for Seeretary Richardson
and theSolivitor,  Another point which made much
impression on the Committee was that either he or
the Secretary had issued orders preventing Col-
lectors from roceiving taxes in eases which were on
the books of Ranborn, In the expressive lingnage
of amember of the Committes in addressing Dan-
ficld, “Your instructions prohibited Collectors from
performing the duties imposed on them by law."”
All Mr. Banfield could say was that it was an anom-
alous law and required anomalons {reatment,

T'he most striking portion of the examination to-
dar, however, was when Sanborn himsell was called,
He had gat through the trying examination of Ban-
Lol with more or less composure, The Committes
had been in constant seesion  sinee 10 o’clock, and 1t
was then three, Mr, Sanborn stood at the end of
the table, and his counsel, Judge Woodbridge of
Vermont, ex-member of the Honse, was at his right,
It must be remembered that Sauborn asked to be
heard by the Committee, in order to protect his
cliaracter, Ho spoke with great deliberation two or
three sentences, and appeared in no sense the
smart, quick, aud deserving  deleotive  that
be s lis nctions and words were stupid
enough, from some canse or other. e said he had
prepared a lone statement, giving all the fucts and
telling his whole connection with the eontract, but
he said he had beard that there was a man present
who wanted to trap him into some nduisgions to be
used in suits in Brooklyn, and he did not want to
make any admissions that wonld eriminate himself,
This was regarded onall sides as the most pitiful
evasion that was ever attempted.  Tle said his conn-
gel would not allow him to make his statement, but
hie was himself very anxious to doso. His coungcl
gald  that if there was  mobody  prisent
but the members of the Commiitee, the
whale matter would be luid bare.  Sanborn had pre-
viously said he had learned, what everybody
already had known for weeks, that e had been in-
dicted, and it would not do for him to make bis
statement. His counsel, in view of the course
eventa were likely to take after the testimony to-
day, wiscly sought an adjonrnment.  The Committee
generously complied with the reqaest, for they can
afford to wait a day or so, a8 they are sure of their
case in the end. Sanborn, when he firt took his
position, said he did not help to get the law passed,
and did not know of its passage for two months, and
he did not know any of the persons who
had got contracts of o like nature. He was, at
the time & special agent of the Treasury Depart-
ment, but, by the advice of friends, resigued.  He
Lad devoted great lubor to the business hoe was now
1n, and his expenses had been enormons,  He had
spent between §20,000 and §50,000 in gotring infor-
mation and making ready for business,  Heo hiad ex-
pended this mouey before he realized a dollar in
return, The Committee meet again to-morrow, but
they have not yet decided whethier they will con-
tinue with Sanborn or whetlhier they will devote the
Bogsion to carrent business,
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RAILROAD REGULATION.
PRODABLE PASSAGE OF TUE MUBARY TRANSPOLITA-
TI08 BILL BY THE HOUSP,
IBY TELEGHAPH TO THE TRIDUSE.|

WasmxaroN, March 25,=The MeUrary ‘Lrans
portation bill won a victory to-day that was toall
APPOArANCER & Sure precursor of 1s pussage to-uor-
row, After three hours of debate, during which Mr.
(ieorge F. Hoar made a speech in favor of the bill,
which, a8 coming from & prominent New-England
represcutative, was more effective ihau a dozen
“ Granger” speechies, thie previous question was sec-
onded and the mwain question ordered by large
majorities. This cut off all amendments, and drove
into the ranks of the supporiers of the measure all
those who had rival biills or asmendments
to perfect, as they thought, the peuding
one, but who preferred to take the MeCrary bill as
1t was, than have the principle of Government regu-
lation of railroads sutfer a defoat. A Yea aud Nay
vote was forthwith taken on a motion to lay the bill
upon the table, and the motion was lost, by 95 to

o7, After this the Houss adjourned, leaviog the
vote on fiual passage to come up in the moroing.
The opposition to the bill, with the cxception of two
or three able speechies, has been feeble and irreso-
lute throughout the whele disenssion, aund its oppo-
nents appear to have trusted to the wsupposed
counservative sense of the House to take
alarm at the starthing innovation the measure
proposes aud defeat it in the end. They greatly un-
derestimated the strength of the cheap transporta-
tion movement, and their miscalenlation was owing
largely to the too great importance they attributed
to the refusal of nearly all the old leaders on both
gides of the House to take part in the discussion.
They forgot that the House contains a majority of
raw recruits, who are nnreasonably jealous of these
former leaders, and who delight in showing their in-
dependence of them. No influeuce of any kind ap-
pears to have been brought to bear agmnst the bill
by the railway companies. It is alleged on one side
that they have purposely reserved their eflorts for
the Senate, aa the easiest body to control; and on
the other that they are indifferent to the passage of
the Wbill, becanse confident that it will prove

abortive.
— e ——

CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAFPITAL.
THE DISTRICT INVESTIGATION
WasHInGTON, Wednesduy, Mareh 25, 1874,

In the District investigation to-day Joln Collins,
acontractor for work under the Board of Puhblic
Works, testified that he had done s large quantity
of work in the First Ward of the eity. His first
contract was to arrange terraces, set coping, stone
steps, &c., and, s it was impossible to eetimate io
advance the cost of the work, he was to huve 12
per cent profit on the labor and material ex-
pended, and enough salary to make the percentage 15,
He also took a contract to raise some houses, and ks
it was necessary that some sewers should be put
down in Twenty-first-st. at the same time, he Wis
ordered by the Board to coustruet them, There was
A written contract for this sewer-work, he snid. The
counsel then called for Contract No, 526, which eov-
ered this work. and it was placed in the bands of the
witness. It bore date Sept. 17,1871 The witness was
wsked when he signed the contract, and he replied
ubout three weeks ago. The surety to the bon for
u faithful performance of the contruct was oue Mr,
Blunt, Mr. Collins said that he supposesd that blont
wigned the boud on (he same day that the coutract
was migned, as he mot Me. Blunt going 1eto the
batlding ar he was coming out, and asked i to
wigu b The work covoicd by tas coubiact was
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done more than 15 monthe ago, and the work was
settled for by the Board soon after. The contract and
ond wore execntod since this Commitiee was or-
gantzed and sinco the Bosrd was ealled upon to pro-
duve tlaa_odainal eontracts under which work was
done,  Ex-Mayor Bowen testified as 1o the prices
paid under his adminiorration, and the manner of
awarding contracts,  Other witnesscs were exam-
ined, but po important facts were elicited,

THE BANKING AND CURRENCY COMMIITEE'S

FREE BANKING BILL,

Mr. Maynard will make an effort to get up the
f:'wa banking bill of the Committes on Banking and
Curreney, as soon as the transportation bill is ont
of the way, but the House is disposed to wait awhile
and see what the eftect isof the dose of inflation it
wave the country on Monday in the $400,000,000 bill,
before undertaking any more financial legislation.
It is probuble that Mr. Mayuard's bill will be
allowed to sieep undisturhod upon the ealendar
while the appropriation bills run their tedions
course, There is still n month’s solid work to be
done on this necessary legisiation.

1 ¥or Reguiar Kepor? of Congremsional Procesdings sec Elghth Page.]

THE MASSACHUSETTS SENATORIAL
CONTEST.
——

DAWES GAINS ONLY THREE VOTES OVER NOAR—TITS
SUPPORTERS SAVAGE—TIHE DEMOCRATS BSTILL
VNITED—BANKE'S CHANCKS—A LISARTHOUS CAU-
CUSs, [

[BY TELEGRAPI TO THE TRIRUNE.]

Bostoy, March 25, —To-day has brought Mr.
Dawes another bad defeat, All he has gnined in the
effort to coneentrate the soattering votes of yesterday Is
nine, twenty belog the least elnimed for him 1o advanece,
iz net galo upon Judge Hoar 18 just three votes. Thisls
aspcond severa disappointment to his friends, They wera
eross last night, they are savago to-day. Verymgly talk
Is heard, and thoy threaten Lo give the State to Butler in
the Autiump, The Hoar men stand firm and are mot
frightened. Bpeaker Banford voted for Hoar todday,
which puts bilw out of the List of compromise candidates,
rho name of ex-Goy, Emory Washburn is suggested, bat
his time lins not yet come,

There will probably be litle If any ehange in the vote
to-morrow. The Democrats stick eloscly together and
Lold the entlre party with one exception, but their se-
cret desire I8 sald to be for Bauks, though this Is also
strongly denled, Banks himeelf still votes for Whittisr.
There I8 8 ramor that Dawes will withdraw from the
contest tosmorrow or next day, from which the Hoar
nien gain some cocourageient, but they are generally
not confldent,

LATER~DLhe eancuses of last night and to-mght have
both beeu mavaged by the Dutler wing of the Dawes
party, and that of this eveniug was even mord disas
trous to the cause sud the party than the abortive
effort of last night. At the meeting to-night
thers were only about 85 members present, and
they were pearly all Dawea men, Two of these
apoke about their candidate’s speclal claims on acoount
of hls loog servicea. Then Mr, Thillips of Salem, &
triend of Mr. Hoar, told soma teathis, which were pretty
unpalatable to the other side, He was a friend of Mr.
Dawes, apd voted for hun last year, bot the men who
opposed lust yeur the Federal myruldon's hirolings wore
now lobbying for him.  Mr. Dawes sbould be opposedon
that wecount, it for no other resson,  Only that

day, n member from his own County of Essex, sald the |

wpeaker, told him that b had been teased and urged and
implored by Federal officials to vote for Mr, Dawes, He
wanted It to be understood that the Republicans of
Maussuchusotts would tuko no advleo from minous of
the Goveroment, The friends of Mr, Hoar put forwaed
uo elalm for services, but urged bhim oo aceount of bis
griat talents and ability,

This nddress lullamed the gatbering, and heantad and
bitter speeches wers made on both sides. Hoar was
taunted with represeuting tho upper elasses, while
Dawes was of the people, and some of s clumoplons

weut almost so far as  to clalin that he was
“a  poor  boy" The meeting broke up
withont baving asccomplished  anything ezeept to

widen the breach between the two factions, aud to ren-
der it alinost lmpossible that either of thelr leaders
should eceive the powmination, Thers 18 sclive can-
vagslug to-nighit to seo who the thind man] aball be, but
00 man ean pame any ove who has any good show of
BUCeess,

The tollowing latter to Sonator E. H, Leonard of Pitt+
fledd explains Itscll :

nNGTON, March 18, 1874,
My DEAR LEOXARD ¢ T Ao not desies to give the allght-
enl il cetlons, bt nu conteut th on, who are on the
ground, sbull condnet the w maller ns srems
best to you. I luve had Ja very strange letter,
however, from Blank, sud I fear it may be the ground of
some proposition. made to my friends. I bhave no doutit
sr. Blank writeh as u frrend, ot bis Ietter cuts me to the
gulek. The shortof itall is this: * Elect Judee Huoar
for the sbort term; thaw, f Dawes belinves well during
the Summer, we o him far the long term, inps-
wuoh ae Judge Hoir dows soot 16" I <hall telegraph
yotl 1 the morniog that I poedor to be slnin in an opea
ficld, Yours truly, H. L. DAWER.
Tise ehanges i vole to-(day are shown in the followlng

stutement :

Dawes galned six from Banford and ons each from ex-
Giov. Clifford, Joshia B, Bmith, Judge Devens, Chiarles
Hale, Wendell Phillips, and Charles Fravcis Adstus,
Hour galned flve from Sanford, two cach from Washhurn,
Jushiu B, 8mith, and Speaker Saunford, and one from
Dawes, Curtls gained ose from Hoar and oue from
Adams., Bauks galned two from Sanford,

RESULT OF THE JOINT BALLOT,

Bostox, March 24,—The joiot ballot in the
Legialature st noon to-day for United States Senator re-
salted as follows:

Dawes, 873 Hoar, £2; Curtis, 74; Adatas, 13; Banks, 5;
scattering, 20,

Banford, Whittler, Wendell Phillips, and Bollock had
one or two votes cach, The total vote was 31,

FOREIGN NEWS.
it
THE CARLIST WAR.
THE THOUPS UNDER GEN, LOMA IMSEMBARKED NEAR
BANTANDER—A SMALL REPLULICAN FORCE DE-
FEATED,

Pavosye, Wednesday, March 25, 1874,
The Spanish Republican troops under Gen.
Loms have dlsewbarked st Custro-Urdiales, 37 wiles
cust of Bantandcer.
The Carlists under Gen. Baballs have routed a foroe of

Republieans under Col, Roullle at Tordera. It 18 suld
1 Republicans lost 300 men killed.

il
A NEW ATLANTIC CABLE.
Losnox, Wednesday, March 28, 1874,
The Great Eastern will start in August to
lay the Portuguese Telegruph Cable frowm St, Viocent,
fu the Cape Verde Istands, to Pernambueo, Brazil,

e —
THE CUBAN INSURRECTION,
ENGAGFMENTE WITH THE UNITED FORCES OF THE
INSURGENTS,

Havasa, March 25.—The Vos de Cuba re-
ports that & fght occurred at Guasiwoclars, nesr Pusrto
Principe, between Armioan's brigade and the united
rebel forces commanded by Maxiwo Gowez, On recelpt

of the news st Poerto Priocips, Gen. Bascones, with two
battalions, lefy town to assist Arminan, Bascones
two encounters with the eoemy before reaching ibe
scene of the former action,

—————
RACING IN ENGLAND.
THE RACE FOR THE LINCOLNSHIRE HANDICAF WON
BY TOMAHAWK,
LoxnoN, Wednesday, Murch 25, 1874

At the Lincoln Spring mweeting to-day the
race for the Lincolvebire Haudicap was wou by Tom-
abawk., Oxford Mizture was second, and Shylocks
third. Thirty-five horses ran, The bettiog for the slart
was 12 to 1 against Tomahuwk, 0 to 1 against Oxford
Mizture, and 50 fo 1 aguinst Shylocks. The following
I8 W SUIBREY §

The Linco'nshire Handicap of 1,000 sovereicns, added
to s aweepatakes of 20 soversigns vack, 1011, for three-
year-olds and upward, the accond to receive 100 suv-
ereignas out of the stakes, and the third W sovereiens.

. F. Bwindell's ch. ¢. Tomabhawk, by Thorwanby,

out of Battitlde, by Stockwall, 8 years old . . 1
My, Bomerville's gr. f. Oxford Mizture, by Oxford, vat

of Irish Belle, by Kiogstoo, 4 yoars old. ... ........ .. ]
Mr. Banderson's chi. f. suylocks, by Cramond, out of

Mre. Garforth, 4 years old ; ROy

———
FOREIGN NOTES.

The Mudrid journals report the suspension
of further shipmeuta of Carlist prisoners to Cuba, snd
that an order has been fasusd for the return of some
prisoners to Spain by the uest steamer for the purpose
of belng exehangnd.

The Gulf of St. Lawrence is reported full of
1o, and there are amall prosp of nuvigation belng
OpeEn BN ROON DR Was 03 peoled. The weatber night
befoure  (asl and ruumh‘.wu cxtremely eold for Lhe
sisason, af one Line bolue Bve devreas balow sere.

.

RELIEF FOR MERCHANTS.

plailcrnsy

AN EARNEST PROTEST AGAINST REVENUE

OUTRAGES.

ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT FITINWAY HALL—RE-
PORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE—EPERCHES OF JOSEPN
H. CHOATE, THOMAS BARBOUR, JACKEON &
SCHULTZ, 8, B, CHITTENDEN, AND OTHERS,

Ihie mesting of merchiants held at Steinway Hall
Inst evening to hear the report of the Epecial Con-
mittee of the New-York Chawber of Commercs on
the Reformn of the Revenue Laws, though not so
Targely attendml as that of the previous evening at
Cooper Institute, when National Finanee was the
suliject of thought, was equally remarkablo in
character.  ‘The floor of the Hall was well
filled, and a wery large proportion of the
audience consisted of merchants and clerke, Decp
nterest was manifested in the proceedings, and
every countenanes on the platform and on the floor
gave evidence that the subject under consideration
was one with which all were familiar and to which
they had given muoeh and earnest thought. Among
the prominent gentlemen present were

Cyrus W, Field, Willlam M. Yermilye, Leopolid
Bierwerth, J. A, Stevens, jr.; Jumes N. Constable,
B B Rageles, W . Darbour, Danlel C, Robbins,

Gustav Schwab, A. A, Low, L. E. Chittenden, Morris
K. Jesup, E. C, Cowdin, E. F. Shepard, George H.
Lane, 8. B. Clittenden, Joseph Seligman, William
H. Fogg, Juckson 8, Bchulta, Ambrose Snow,
Samuel  Sloan, Joseph Choate, Oliver Hoyt,
Jonathan Starges, Theodore Hosevelt, Jas. 8. I\,
Stranahan, Charles E. Beeliee, Charles T, Landon,
William  Watson, James M. HRoosevelt, J. P.
Wetherill, William J. Peake, John H, Hall, E.
Obelerman, E. Greeft, A, Bclesinger, Adolf Husch,
Henry Winsor, Joseph Grubb, Charles Muli, Henry
Sanger, B, Hartt, F. Luckmeyer, James 8, Hardig,

Messrs, Henry Winsor, Joseph  Grubb, J. T
Wetherill, and James 8 Hand represcuted the
Philadelphia Board of Trade.

The meoting was called to order at 8 p.m. by
George Opdyke, the First Viee-President of the
Chamber of Commerece, He briefly stated the ob-
ject for which the meeting had been called, and in-
troduced Johin Austin Stevens, who read the report
of the 8pecind Committee of the Chamber of Com-
metee, the resolution proposed for the consideration
of the meeting, and the amended Revenue law pro-
posed by the Joint Committees from the New-Yorlk,
Boston, and hiladelphin Clumbers of Commerce
for presentation to Congress, The resolution was
unpnimously adopted,

The Chairman then introdneed Joseph H. Choate
a8 an eminent lawyer, who in Lis professional prae-
tice had had opportunitics of secing gome of the
evila of which the merchunts complained, His close
moisive arguments were listened to with fixed
attention, and the speaker was intertupted with
frogquent and loud applanse, His references to the
“means of extortion which have been placed in the

handa of corropt  Custom-house oflicials  and
more cormnpt  informers,” and his  advice to
the merchants to refuse to compromise, and
to demand o trial by jory met with a

prompt response, He argued strongly against the
motety evstem, hy which the plunder taken from
the merchants was divided, not only between the
Government and Custom-house officers, but so that
a part found its way into the pockets of members of
Congress, and, hence, shut off redress from the
merchant, who might appeal to the Secretary of the
Treasury, He demanded that the law giving the
rnight of search and seizure of private papers be
stricken from the statute-book, and that nothing he
put in ite place, In England a man's honse, e sald,
is his eastle, into which the king canuot enter. If
that was good law in England before the American
Revolution, it is good law for free Americn.

Thomas Barbour, the story of whose wrongs and
of whose bold fight against wrongs has been told
in Toe Tipuse, was next introdoced,  Referring
to that statement, aa published, he said that it was
trne, every wond of it, and ke could prove it,

The Chairman then introdneed the Chairman of
the Committes on Revenue Reform, ** whose courage
and ability bad done much to ereate the feeling
which pervaded the community on this subject.”
Jackson 8. Schulta was received with tremendons
applause, and his address was interrupted by fre-
quent tokens of enthusiastic npproval. The words
fell hot from his lips, and the language in which he
denonnesd the “honnds of the Custom-house,”
and their econfederntes in  Congress, was not
chiosen for its inofiensive character, As he
spoke of * Butler, that honest gentleman,”
groans and  hisses were beard in all parts of the
house.  He had been attending 8o much to other
people’s business recently, he said, and had been
aeting the gpy himself o much, that he was able to
tell more about the affuirs of some merchants than
they knew themselves. His explanation of the
reason for Mr. Clatlin’s gatisfaction with the Custom-
house management wos received with laughter.
Mr, Barbour, who had * more eonrage and backbone
than any other man within bis knowledge,” had
fought the Custom-house and beaten it, and yet ad-
vised all merchants so situated to settle. If Mr.
Dodege wera present he wonld probably advise
to fight and mnot to  settle,  Whichever
course n man takes, when he is undergoing
“the squeezing process,” be will be so hardly uscd
that he will think any other conrse would have been
botter. Mr. Sehinltz resumed Lis seat amid stamp-
ing of feet and cheers.

&, B, Chittenden spoke vigorously for a few mo-
ments, The ounly remedy, he thought, was to di-
voree revenne appointments from politice.  Joseph
(", Grubb of Philadelplia followed. He considered
the fmoiety system one of nnmitigated plunder,
John Y. Wetherill of Philadelphia, Mr. Dinsmore,
and others made brief addresses. The meeting
closed about 11 p. m.

THE COMMITIEE'S REPORT.
fead by J. Avalin Swoens, jr.

The Speecial Committee to which the Cham-
ber of Comumerce intrusted the presentation to Congress
of {ta resolutions on revenuoe reform respectfully report:

That In obediencs to 1ta instructions, and havieg
jolned to thewselves mble connsel, they proceeded to
Washington oo the 16th day of February. They were
thers et by a delegntion from Hoston, also assisted by
ecounsel, A joint plan of action was upon, and
the present sction of the sabject allotted. In response
to the request of the Committee of Wuvs and Means
through Its cuairman, they appeared before that body
on the morning of the 17th, when, after short eonsulta-
tion, during which Mr, Dawes, the ehairman, stated his
inability to e ﬂmnt on pecount of urgent private busi-
pess in Massachosetts, the hearing was postponed until
Tuesday, the 3t of March,

This arrangement was goite in econformity with the
views of your delegution pending the printing of the
report of the Seeretary of the Treasory upon the fines
aud forteitures of the last four years,

The Chamber, as well as the publio atlaree, rememner
that subscguent to this adjonrnmeut & speelal agent of
the Trensury appenred before the Cowmittes of Ways
and Means and indulged tn violent persounl attucks upon
werchants who had suffered from the law und in defnoa-
tory aspersions of the mereantile clasa st large, It is
ot necessary here to dwell upon this subject nor to give
it an undne lloportance, Ao alluslon I8 only made to
bring ont clearly the reason why au application to the
Committes of Ways and Means for o change in the
revengs syatem in part drifted juto a personad contro-
versy between the Informer and s vietims,  The per:
sonal clement haviog, however, Leen iutroduced rmu
the confroversy It was elearly the judginent of your
Cowmitiee—a lndgment eoncorred In by the Commitlees
of o her clties—that It shouldibe dis of before (e
preseutation of the resolutions with wihich we were
ehiarged Ly yourselves,

Whet at last our heariog was had, there were p

bers of vour delegation were also heard and examined
in detail, and at the closo ghe gentiemen from Phlladel-

Iia and Baltimore, aud the representative of the
National Board, gave thelr testimony lo the sume direc-
tlon, and sustained the demand for @ radleal change lo
tha system,

After careful comparison of views, the delegations had
agreed to contlue themsslves to s demand for fve
changes iy the lnw, A copy of the printed form which
they submitted to the Ways and Means Committes
isuppended to this Report. 'They conslst, first, of repeal
of the lnw authorizing the seizare of books and ml:--r-:
gecond, of that giving moleties to informers and others ;
third, to Wmit aetions to recover penalties und for-
feitures on the part of the Government 10 two years;
fourth, to limit sll forfaitares to the itema of an mMvelee
i which there is fran'd; Gith, to render the payment of
duties eonclisive npon atl parties 1 abeence of fraud,

The argumeuts brought forward In sapport of these
warions changes are too famiiiee to the mercantile com-
wunity to need any lengthy repetition here, The em-
barrassment mtsd to mereimuts by the sclzore and
distention of hooks, arrceting thele husiness, imjur-
g Mhetr ervalt, without, in eases of lonocenes, elither
redress or repuration, Is well known, Not =0 the gen-
eral low standard of vfcfal ehnracter Into which the
Crstom-house seems to have fallen—a demoralization
murked aud wide-spread cnough to exelte the comment
andd contempt even of the Informers who profited oy it

With pegird 1o the system of moieties,)t 18 cortain that
there 18 no compensation in the smonat of revenoe saved
to the Govermiaent for the general tempiation (o per-
wit frand as u soaree of profit to oftieinds aud foformers,

For it Is coertuin that the ionterest of each of these
elisses i3 pather promoted by o loose adminisiration of
the Custom-louse than by & severs and striet super-
viston of the winor ofeiils, which would wholly pre-
vent any infeineviment ot the lawe It is worthy of re-
ALK that i very rge proportion of the cases of frund
brought to the mutice of the Congressional Committes
by the spEcial ngent were of coliusion hetween the ym-
porter and some Custom-honse offlclal—elther measurer,
woleher, ganger, or Hgaldativg clerk,

Bueh frands as thess deserve anil shonld receive severe
punishment ; but 18 there auy sufflclont reason why an
vxeeptional law shonld be made for that panishment
wh:r-tr falls within the penal code, Praciically, nd ad-
mitted by the Distriet-Attoruey in his testimony, the
frawdulent merchant s foed Ao large sums while the
enilty official hus, tn no fostenee of late been bronght to
Justive, or evin theeutened with snie; amd it is fuether
chatged by reveane agents themselves that, althongh
eomp alied of, they still retain their positions, Burely
no stronger proof of the evil working of the mowty Inw
need be given, Tho request to it actions for penil-
ties o forfel uees to w perlod of two years is cerininly
woderate, The presont law admits of snits brought by
the Government at auy time withio Ave years, This s
nmnl:i--qny unjust. Even two years 8 an extraopdinary
period.

: Allof the Committess lald great stressnpon the Hmita-
tlon of forfeitured to the specifle items in which frond
or undervaluition are proven; and asked that the taint
should not reeh the whole invoice, Pertiaps no part
of e Investgation aronsed more Literest anil diversity
of apinton than this, And from this veey diversity thera
grew a dispusition vn the part of wembers of the Wavs
and Means Committee, without peferencs to precou-
ceived opinlons na to free trade or protection, to so
amend the tartl laws ss, without affuebing this ques .
1o substitute speeitle for nd valurem duties wherever
pussible, und to provide a more simpls elasaitlontion of
dutinble urticles, 1t 14 certainly for the interest of the
werchsnt, as well as of the Government, that the il -
tnetion between  frandulent misrepresentation wnd
undervalnations perhapa neeidental, skoubl be plaiuly
denwng and the most pracoical way of establishiing such
Wlstinetion seemns to be to render the system of valia-
tion so slmple by changea to the classinestlon aul by
ralslug the stamland of the Appratser's Departinent, ns
to legve the final settlewent of duty to be levied eu-
tirely In ita pands, Meanwhile, until the law wny Le
raditally cianeed m this ditection, the alterations de-
manded are necessary and not unreasonahle.  The pinblic
are fumiiar with the recentfeross eascs 1n whiteh willloos
ot dollars have been made lable ' for irregalaritie ;
which the Goveraoment U|I1j‘ elalmed to have suff

dannge (o the snm of o few Lhundreds, Thoy i nut
e turthier referred to,  Laatly, the pavmoeut of dut "
Lo eoneluslve on all parties 1o absence of frand, There

cun be no safetyin b RS un Any ofher prineiple,
HBunkers will refuse their eredits npon bitls of lading i
there cannot be s dayof foul scttlement; and mer-
ants cupnot safely render their neeonnts It the Gov-
ot 18 to elatm the rieht of perpetial revision,
gtir Committee wero not cliarged with the defense of
any | ate interests,  In this regurd they only contined
themselves to the request which the seuse of justhee of
Committes of Ways and Means rendered it necrssary
¢, that each and every peroon assailed by pame
1 bave an opportunity of boing Leard io his de-

sough Interested and gratified with the complete and
triumphant detense of the great house of which the
honored Presilent of this Chamber 18 & member, they
did not feel it taele duty to take any part tuerein, aod
the subijeet 16 only bers alinded to that they may bear
this Just wituess to the thoroughnuess of thele vindica-
tlon,

Your Committee are glad to hellove that their effores
have not been in vain, snd that from the present wove-
went great permaneut good 14 to resalt,

During tho long investigation before the Woye and
Means Committee they were gratified bevond measire
at theé coustant, anwavering amnd patient attention
sliown by every member of this lmportant body. Duriug

ying several hours of the day aud of evea-
g, and eovering neatly two weeksat o perlod when the
current business of the House of Representatives de-
winnded eareful attention, ench and every meniher gnve
e same unwearied hearing ; and their many and perdls
nent querics i to matters of detall tn the Revenue laws,
showed their general resslve to master the sulject and
provide such legislation a8 sball redress the gricvanees
complained of, whils not nelectivg the sofety of the
Eevenue. For the many matances of personnl Kindness
wud courtesy on the {mrl of the offleers and members,
your Committes will be ever gratefol, Not the least
pleasing part of this expericuce was the entire freedom
from politieul or partisan feeling in the conrse of the in
vestigation, All seemed anlmated by the same landa-
ble wotlve : the prosperity and good of the country.

Tu conelision, your Committee beg to usk your ap-

roval of the definite changes sought by them, supported
E; which they propose to contiuue thelr effurts to obtuiu
oo rellef so long wind patiently waited for,

All of which 18 respectfully submitted. For the Com.
mitive, JOuN AUSTIN STEVENS, JR.

HEEOLUTIONS,

Reavleed, That the Chamber of Commeree and the
merchants of New-York, In coneert with them, wholly
and heartily approve and ipdorse the changes ju the
Revenie laws asked for by the representatives of the
mereantile interests of the great commercial cities, and
earaestly urge upon the Ways and Means Commitres of
the Honse of Hepreseutativea to report a bill in con-
tormity thereto withont unnecessary delay,

PROFOBED REVSUE LAW,
Forfestures Limited to items in relacion to which frand is
commitivd,

AN acr explanstory of an act entitled “An act to regnints the collee.
tinm of dutles ou (mports and tonnage," approved Mareh 2, 1
andd alen of an et entitied ** An st to prevent and punish frands
apon the seveane, to provide for the mors eertals aad spesdy oal-
Jection of clabms in faver of the United Btaies, and for viher pud
poscs,” approved Mareh 8, 1800,

Thit nothing coutnined 1o the 66th section of the act on-
titled “An act to reguliste the colleetion of dutics oo -
porta and tonuage,” approved Murch 2, 1799, or in the 9th
seetion of the gt entitied *Au aet 1o protect the royenne
und tor other purposes,” npproved July s, 1566, or in
any law of the United States, sball be so construed as
to forfeit an entire invoice or entry of goods, warcs, and
merchandise, or the value or double value thereof, in
cotsequence of auy fraud, undervaluation, or othwr un-
lswiul set io relation to any llem or {tems in such in-
vulce or entry, or o relation o any item or ltews of
commission, brokerage, freight, sack, box, or covering.
or other chargs or charges on sieh uvoles, or on any
part oF parts thereof; but such forfeiture or penalty
shall apuly oniy to the siugle itew or items of goods,
wares, and merchandise, or the value thereof, or to the
amount of the siogle item of itews of charges, together
with the winouut of the vopaid duties on such liem or
itema of goods wnd charges, 1y relation to which daties
whall not buve been pald, or In relation to which such
traud, undervalustion, or other uolawlal act shall bave
been commitied. [ -

Payment of Dulies, in dbaence of Fraud, Conelusiee,

Tust whenever any , wares, and merchandise
shall have been entercd and passed free of duty, and
whenever duties upon any lmported wa and
merchandise shinll have been Hguidated and pald, and
sueh goods, wares, und merchandise shall have been de-
livered to the owner, importer, agent, or couslenee, snch
eutey wnd free of duty, and sucn so Uewent of
duties, shall, in the absence of fraud, and in (L eenee
of prolest by the owner, \mporter, ageut, OF cous g,
be tinul wnd conciusive upon all parties,

Beizvre of and Papers.

That the seoond section of an aet entitled “An sct to
regalate the disposition of the proveeds of flues, Pl'hll-
ties, and forfeitures incurred uuder the laws relating to
the customs, and for other purposss,” approved March 3,
1867, and the 3Uth section of an  met entitled “An
wet further to preveot swuggling, and for other pur-
poses,” approved July 15, 1864, are heredy repoaled.

Moieties (o Informers and (xicn.

All lnws of the United States giving, providine, dis-
tributing, or allowing te iufurmers or offlcers of the
customs, Treasury, and revenue of the United States,
any sbares or woieties of any fues, penalties, or for-
foiturcs, are hercby repealed,

Actions to Recover Fenallties and Forfeitures wmusl be
Brought within Tiwo Years,

That no suit or actlon to recover any pectnlary
peunlty or forfeiture of property acerulng under the
customs reveoue lawa of the Uwited Statea shall be
malotained utless such sult or action shall be com-
mesced within two years ufter the time when such
wnalty or forfeiture shall have acerued; Pronded,

person or pnarorl}‘ Hable for sueh r-unlu oF fur-
felture shall within the same period be within the
Uulted States, so that the proper process miy be inst-
:nled and served against such person or property there-
ul.

——

BAD LAWS BADLY ADMINISTERED.
Speeeh of Joseph J. Choate.

Mi. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN : It really
does secm, when we see that.tbe Chamber of Commerce,
1he organized representative of the great cowmerclal
Interests of New-York, has taken this watter in hand

the Committecs of Boston, Phllade! phis, Baltimore, nad
from the National Board of Trwde. The esse for tbe
merchauls wae 0y d by the | of the B

in wn wble argnment for the repeal of the
motety system, showing Ity demorslizing tendenetos,
and it uulortunate inflaence in allennting the affetions
of tue merchants from the Governwent. Ia this view

Boston Board of Trade, who each i turn add,
Committes, and wore oxamined in detail
This rauch of the subjeet disposed of, your delega-
tion were enlled upon, in thelr turn submitied,
throngh coutsel, arguments upon the unconatitativnality
beoks snd the ]

of the selzure of P and Rouern)
hardships of the law, with lluskrations
capes WilLIn Lhair mersonsl The varlous mem-

and volunt d their services and pledged themselves
to carry through, as we have heard by the report that
has Just beeu read— it does seem that at last the reign of
terror under which the merchants of New-York have so
long suffered, and to which some of the sirongest avd
bestof them have sucoumbed, was at list about to be
broken, And, for one of another profession, I think that
the werchants can be most warmly congratolated on
the present napect of affairs. Ous who has stood quietly
by duriog the last ten or twelve years, sinoe the passage
of s noted law of 1869, aud seen Bow it has been per-
verted into & weapon of offensc and destruction Lo the
boneat Lwporter and the auolondivg werchant, ¢auLGl

but expresa]Tgratification * and pride  that at @
they have beon aroused to & sensa ofithelr own dangersy
and have taken their own vindleation in their owq
bands, For, geutlemen, after all you may say again-@
the informers and the reveous officers, 1 eontend thn@
the merehants of this city, the Importers of this nuumr’
bave ehiefly thomselves to thank for the oppression wi'l
which they have been pursged, aud the tyranny that |y
this matter has boen exerclsed over them. [Applause
You wou't see any moro of revenuo oppression, of ¢
tortion on the part of the Gavernment and the Castom <
house officers, when once 1t I8 understood that the me:4
chanta of New-York know thelr rights, and, knowing
them, dare to maintain them, [Applause.] Who that has
looked Into this matter does not kuow anl
realizo tuat it fa the quiet submisslon of 04
importars that has brought wpon them the
attacks of the informers and the extortioners{
Why, gentlemen, overy honest merchaut who has pal @
tribute of §1,000, orj#6,000, or §10.000 to the Governmeufd
to stifte and avold inquiry bhas invited similar attaeks, ta
ba pressed with remorseless energy and the same ree
sults nupon ten or twenty other merchants as houest aw
himself, *Who would be feee"'—it 18 an old maxim thad
“ Who would bo froo themselves must strike the blow. ™
And if the merchanta and importors only und
that this matter 1y io their own baods, their grievanced
will vanish almost ns soon as they are stated, Nowy
what 18 it that they demand of the Governmenty Whas
I8 1t that thoy ought to d l of the Go ni e
Not certainly that any of the nights of the Governmend
shall be glven up and conceded to them ; not that any «8
the necessary safeguands for the protectiot and eolloos
leotion of the revenae shall be ataudoned ; not that wnw
due and adequate eompensation even to informers, «»
far a8 shall be necessary to secure the detection of the
gullty and the execution of the laws, shall not be als
lowed, No, none of these things have they soughi s
none of thom will they seek, What thoy ask ix that the
revenue laws may bo written plaluly, so that overy mere
ehant and wan of common senso can wodersad thewn 4
[Applanse.) That is & right that has never beon coneeds 4
to them for the lust 00ty years. [Applaose.] Lot o read
you what one or two of the very lighest anthoriides « i
that subject have sall. The pre-end Seciotary of tha
Treasury, In a very late report o Congress, raye tuls

There ln aften & Jipecd ronflet between & Toramt sla'gbos, ann o0 W
sinnaliy hetween twe ar more provisians of the e statole, dnd vin @
prov sions see fresguently held to embrave A ook mesning Th »
differenes gan be seitlel ouly by mrbiiery (uberpowiabive on by s
on in Cungress .

One of the Judges of the Supretne Cout of the Uit &
Btntos saya:

Tt s great grievanee

that the many Tuws that are pusned Vo Congri-g
beeome so aums Fun 1 eompliaoted that e s vorr wwst dlicully
o wace rtaln what is the state of the Law an sy priticalnr i el

I think that from a very eons!derable expericnce i
these matters and the state of the laws, Tean say wiia
safery that there fa not a single fmporter in the City of
New-York, that there I8 not a ainzle memier of Cons
gress now sitting in the Capitol at Washinglon, who hae
got an involes of gosds arcived off the Hattery to be ens
tered at the Costom-house, with the laws thut are now

10 foree from the beginning until now, who eould maka
b entey of those gooids uwt the Custom-honse aud rod
the gauntlet of the Distriet Conrt. anse, |

Weoll, that is une thivg they Anotier thing
they want 18 this, that they elall be placed 1o sach e
attitde before the law that they nnderstind the
rights sl their dat perly taken darn of
themeselyes ; that Ll I Wy wolives for exila -
tion and these still mors extraor Iy means of extore
tion that have bhean placed fn the hands of coreipd rey o=
pue oficers amd wers corcupt laforipers, shall oo
striskoen out [applanse]; that they snell have the rigi s
to their oldsLushioned triul by Jury when eharged wita
fraud [opplanse ]| ; aud that their hones and Lhor coun =
ina-ruormns shall not be invaded by & winoa of the law o=
of the Custom-honse for the parpose of scarclilng thee
books and their papers, to sec (0 therela ean be foun B
- cutse for accusation agalnst them,  [Anplauen. |

Now, noboidy ean fpretend that the complatots whic iy
have been miade of §late by the mercantilo TR
are nuaginary while the actual custd of opprossion sy £
extortion which hayn ¢ to the knowledgo of the
wiole community, which have sterthod the peopie fraa
one end of the covntey to the othor, wind et best haves
T ved, what It was almost Im iile Lo axpect it L
e reaehied, 1he conseienee of Congooss Likell, aro wo
wtrocions That no pierare that imsgaoation eonkd draw of
oppreaston in these enlightened ays conld egual thei,

RADICAL DEFECTS OF THE LAW

Now, what are the chief controlllug viees of the rove
erne Laws which the mecchants seek 10 hisve vorieeted ¥
Phere are two suhiects to which [ purposs to devols Lo
fow woments whieh the partinlity of (e Commitiee hog
usalgned to me, viz,: tie vices 1o the laws Lomiselves,
and the selll gronter vieea 1o the wede 1o whiok tee o
lnws aro administersd,

The tirst great evil hes, T won't sar at the bottom o f
tius thung, for [ think Caere s oue (0at s Bncdiy bes o
touched ou that les bebiud i, nasuely, the adoptiog 8
wid valovemn duties Instead of speciile o bt flow
wrent evil st which the Chamier of Comtioren nae
striek, and which it secms HEely  ta sieike duwi, s to o«
olghity system, ws it s catled, by wilei s oxt g
pary itducements, too great for boaman virfoe '
resist, are beld ont for oppression and digasi e
tuck  wpon thirm, You all know o wiol
Lreior: the law by which in every forteltore only o
Tusdf of it goes to the defiaud Goverumoent and Hes
other half is divided, a1f of 1t 1o the Informee wie
brings forward the inf alion of theother adensd, o §
the other ball among covtain tovonie ollievts wnga s
supposed to be specially eharce § Wit the s
the Goverament In the eollectlon of dutl
it S0 happons that the amwount of the o
the metiod of distribation reaclos ¢
onght to stand between the merchant and
wrong Wit oder the disgmise of  wn enl
revenne lawa,  [Applause.] The
should hardaly be lvoked to for 1h
merchant. Al we can wsk s thit
nooest ioformer, if such & wivacls
this day. [Applanse]  Bat whe wen Lo Kiving the
Colleetar, the Naval Ofcer, and the sarveyor, cach one -
sixth of everything that is forfeited to the Govermment,
a0 e to swoll the pgeregate incomes of s gentbear
1o an almost unkuown amount—something Ilfv T
A& Fear aprece—why thoe ngustice of i, the spermity o€
it, does not oesd any aveumeat to display, Aot Lie s
even the District-Avtorney, in whose Judiosl Judgmern b
T might say 16 resta to say whether the prosceuabion
shull proewed or not, even e 1s to reeeive w e roentag s
of tha spuils,. Well, If It went no further thau ths, &
would tot Ko fucther than the law allows ] bl oo o

it st b oo

Udl Bgal ow

investigations tend o show that evin thess e
centagea  are  sabdivided, aud  under  the  forue
of counsel foes fod their way into  tia

pockets of iuflueutinl mewbers of Coneress [applaus |,
wo that if a0 wolappy mecelant, steack by an dujust oo
former, shonid think that be micht seek reliof ne Wasi -
ineton iu the oflice of the pecretury of the Treasary, La
would find & busy wemwber of Cougroess who wis e -
edted 1 Wi convietion there Lefore him, awl wio won
whispering his maltolons iostunations [nto the esirs
the chiel vticer of Lhe revenue, [Applause,,

COMPLICATION @F STATUTES,

Well, then, what 1s the next thing! Why, tbe wesf
thiog s this complication of the Laws of whieh | bova
spoken, Btatute bas been beaped upou statile, law
upun law, regulation upon reguistion, constracilon upun
constroction. until at lnst they bave got a legal woddia

which [ say it would puzzie even a Philadoiph o
to&nvlullxnl{- I l'hnpn.] b g L g
nid yet they axpect u and honest mere 1
be able to unravel all t!feu Litrioneies th:; :..::HII:
century of legslatures huve been et work ln conbriving,
Toey expect o plalu, houest merc b uuravel Wica
all and make Lis entry in mhuner sl thess

complicated laws direot, loen thers Kreat
evite,' We have heard of them ail in tho tha
have recently been wade wo publie, If yo “n i
volce of $25,000 or 10,000, composed ol 25 or 30 ftew

aud thére is an undervaiuation In une, howey ™
jutended, bowever acoldentally ocourrine, “.mt‘h:
whole is forfeited, If one ltemw of it Is wrong. | us |
What an ontrage that Is, -rnt!'mrn. UPON COmION
sense, upon common justice ! And fually, ve the oy i
of the law, there is what 1 way entl the theory—for it i
o new theory—of technieal forfelture, the adminietrs-
tion in court of & system of constructive framd whiv
never ought to have beeu thought of in the adm Fa=
tion of revewue laws, [Cheers] I tuean W say Wiae

there ware laws upon  Lhe  statule-books whici
the courts feel bound
manner as to condemn a m.w‘ c?‘u;:br‘\‘mh !a iy

t, becuuse of sowe wecldental owissivn or nm:
uceldental inaccuracy in bis lavolee or Lis cutry, or the
complicated certificates and oathis which the Inw and the
regulations require to be attecbed to the entry. Mow
about that there ean be no mistake. There have beva
repoated instances of mervhauts’ goods condemuoed foe
such technical forfeitures as they are called, such cons
structive frande ne the conrts cotlistrue them, when (oo
merchant stood ready with lis Wiluosses Lo prove Lha! 4
wis pnrelﬁ sceidental, s wholly innoc ut mistke, aud he
ru m’:nn‘ owed wbzﬂ“h'ah“ evideacs even wheu tho
ury ar upon the other side ready wud woxous
ncquit him,  JApplanse. | 2 =

Now these, gontiomen, ara some of the evila of which
merchants complain in the law itself, How they violaiy
the first privel E‘lu of Justice! you all say. How thev
atrike at the old-fualuoved maxims of lborty ws well ws
of justice, which have always been dear to everybody
witt AngloSaxon blood In lis ves (A ﬁu|
Every wan s presumed to be inuoocens u£ he o
proved to be gulity, That Is ous of the foundetions of
the liberty of the citlzen. But these revenus luws are
practically administered u the prineiple that every
mnH"ﬂT merchaut, a presumed o e
guilty until he has proved blmsell to be lunocent, It i1
.‘:&'é“‘.’...."‘“’.i':&u““.ur‘“ G 'tban that ‘oo angcent wan
mnﬁ Hecen b e

sufler. moderu-admi!
lawas o upon the principle that is is betier l::'l.a.::
should yeven though ouoe I » whie g

cent men
guilty wan ls allowed by corrupt influence 1 esvape,
BEIZURES OF BOOKS AND PAFERS

I will now come to that great engiue of oppremion
which the law has placed—or which Congress hias piascd
—1iu the hands of these revenus ofMeers nod luforiuers,
I wean the Aet of 1863, which has provided so wei! fur
the seizure of books and papers. 1 belleve that the wer-
chants of New-York, the Chamber of Cowmeree, aud

“ee Bovomd Fase et




